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ING FACTORIES OF 
THE FUTURE IN EU-

ROPE

The topic of this year’s EURATEX General 
�$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�����K�H�O�G���L�Q���%�U�X�V�V�H�O�V���R�Q�������-�X�Q�H�����Z�D�V��
Investments in the Textile and Clothing fac-
tories of the future in Europe. The event 
�D�W�W�U�D�F�W�H�G�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �������� �D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�H�V�� �D�Q�G��
offered an opportunity to gain interesting 
insights about a dynamic moment in which 
the sector is regaining a leading position in 
the EU industrial landscape. Indeed, over 
the last few years the Textile and Clothing 
Industry has invested over € 50 billion in 
the EU – a trend that is predicted to con-
tinue in the future.

Moderated by John Scrimshaw of the 
World Textile Information Network (WTiN), 
the conference opened with welcoming 
remarks from EURATEX president Klaus 
Huneke, who mentioned “the unprecedent-
ed wave of young innovative textile and 
fashion companies that are currently being
created across Europe” and stressed that 
“not only young entrepeneurs innovate and 
take risks. In the last few years we have 
witnessed a strong return of business con-
fidence across the entire European textile 
and clothing industry”.

Keynote speaker Irmfried Schwimann, 
Deputy Director-General of DG Grow, fol-
lowed with an exhaustive overview of the 
financial instruments and funding opportu-
nities available from the
European Union.

The main discussion was divided in two 
panels, focused on investment trends in 
recent years and visions for the industry in 
the future, respectively.
CEOs and representatives from seven Eu-
ropean companies presented their success 
stories and shared their first-hand experi-
ence in facing the challenges of the sector, 
from the need of skilled workforce, efforts in 
moving to sustainable processes and ma-
terials, and surpassing barrier regulations 

�z�*�X�H�V�W�� �V�S�H�D�N�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �3�D�Q�H�O�� ������ �$�Q�Q-
eleen De Smet (Beaulieu International 
Group, Belgium), Jean-Luc Barbarin 
(Innothera , France) and Elsa Parente 
(Valérius, Portugal)

�z�1�H�Z�� �%�5�8�&�.�1�(�5�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �V�L�W�H�� �L�Q��
Tittmoning, Bavaria

that can hinder exports.

 INAUGURATION OF 
THE NEW BRÜCKNER 
PRODUCTION FACIL-
ITY IN TITTMONING 

������ �-�X�Q�H�� ���������� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\��
of BRÜCKNER, the world market leader 
in dry finishing machines for textiles and 
technical textiles, was officially opened in 
Tittmoning, Bavaria. Representatives from 
politics, the church, banks and industry 
were present when Regina Brückner inau-
gurated the new, generously dimensioned 
production plant together with Dr. Peter 
Ramsauer, former Minister of Transport 
�D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�R�[�������������R�W�K�H�U���J�X�H�V�W�V��
 
“Our old factory simply became too small. 
Increased incoming orders and ever-in-
creasing demands on machine sizes and 
delivery dates were the reason for plan-
�Q�L�Q�J���D���Q�H�Z���S�O�D�Q�W���L�Q���������������:�H���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���D�E�O�H��
�W�R���V�W�D�U�W���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�W�L�O���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��������������
as many hurdles in the approval process 
and with regard to nature conservation had 
to be overcome in advance. With the new 
plant with 25,000 m² of production space 
and a spacious office wing, we will con-
tinue to meet the high expectations of our 
customers in the future. The possibility of 
producing components with a height of up 
�W�R���������P���D�Q�G���D���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�G�W�K���R�I���X�S���W�R������������
m offers us great potential for the future. 
Our employees are also pleased about the 
new, more spacious workplaces, more ef-
fective logistics and more powerful lifting 
gear. With a large number of new, highly 
automated processing machines, we are 
in a position to manufacture and supply 
even larger machines as before, and we 
will also be able to increase our delivery 
volume and significantly shorten delivery 
times,” emphasized Regina Brückner in 
her address.

In her speech, she explained the many ad-
vantages of the new plant and presented 
details of the highly automated and ef-
�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z��
modern CNC machine tools, the additional 
welding robots and the new highlight of the 
�S�O�D�Q�W���� �W�K�H�� �K�L�J�K�O�\�� �D�X�W�R�P�D�W�H�G�� �S�R�Z�G�H�U�� �F�R�D�W-
ing and wet coating system. She empha-
sized that the installation and commission-
ing times can be further reduced thanks to 
the significantly improved lifting, transport 
and assembly options. The now ceremoni-
ally opened new plant in Tittmoning is an-
other forward-looking step of BRÜCKNER 
to reposition itself in the world market for 
the finishing of textiles and technical tex-
tiles as a system supplier with great future 
potential.

The former German Minister Dr. Peter 
Ramsauer emphasized in his speech the 
importance of the manufacturing industry 
in Germany and expressed his joy that 
BRÜCKNER, the leading manufacturer of 
textile machines, is so clearly committed to 
the location Germany and does not trans-
fer jobs abroad. He congratulated BRÜCK-
NER on the successful move to the new 
plant and emphasized the outstanding 
importance of such tradition-conscious 
family companies as BRÜCKNER for the 
German industry and the location Bavaria 
in particular. He once again emphasized 
the considerable investment of 40 million 
at BRÜCKNER’s long-term production site 
in Tittmoning and expressed his pleasure 
that great importance was attached to a 
sustainable and environmentally friendly 
implementation already during the plan-
ning phase.

The celebrations were preceded by a 
BRÜCKNER agency conference in which 
more than 90 Brückner representatives 
worldwide were informed and trained 
about new technical developments. Rep-
resentatives from industry, trade, banks 
and politics as well as invited planners, 
architects, neighbours and staff members 
focused on the new plant for a total of 
four days. Executing companies and local 
residents as well as many of the numerous 
employees present will be pleased when 
“calm has returned” and BRÜCKNER can 
�F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���� �W�K�H��
production of textile machines of the high-

est quality “made in Germany”.
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aged the perfect adjustments to reach 
the latest demands of the markets. This 
new „High End“ product at the highest 
quality level is a further completion of 
the worldwide biggest sinker program 
made by KERN-LIEBERS Textile

We recommend for high class knitting 
machines KERN-LIEBERS original 
sinkers only. Have the benefit from the 
highest requirements fixed and con-
trolled by the circular machine manu-
facturer. KERN –LIEBERS Textile rep-
resents the original always without any 
compromise.   

OERLIKON SELLS 
TAPE AND MONOFILA-
MENT TECHNOLOGIES

TO STARLINGER

Oerlikon announced that the company 
will continue to align their Manmade 
Fibers Segment productportfolio with 
the future of innovative Industry 4.0 
plant solutions putting greater focus on 
their core business of filament, staple 
fiber and nonwovens. As a result, the 
corporate group will divest their technol -
ogy solutions for tape and monofilament 
plants. The Austrian Starlinger Group 
based in Vienna will take over the Ger -
man business unit from Chemnitz – also 
known under the brand name ‘Barmag 
Spinnzwirn’. The purchase contract was 
signed accordingly by both companies 
this week. The final closing is planned 
for the end of the third quarter of this 
year. Both parties have agreed to not 
disclose the purchase price.

 
Over the last decades, ‘Barmag Spin-
nzwirn‘ has been successfully estab-
lished in the market as a technology-
trendsetter. The Oerlikon Manmade 
Fibers Segment unit provides their ex-
trusion plants for the production of tape 
and monofilaments for polypropylene 
(PP), polyethylene (PE), polyamides 
(PA) und polyester (PET) as turnkey 
plant-design solutions. Another market 
success for the Chemnitz branch of the 
German parent company Oerlikon Tex-
tile GmbH & Co. KG, Remscheid, were 
the recently launched automatic wind-
ers, WinTape and WinTape XXL as well 
as the EvoTape process for film extru-
sion lines. The technologies for select-
ed high speed winders and precision 
winders for special applications like ara-
mid or carbon will be sold to Starlinger 
as well. The business unit has a very 
solid international customer base with 
long-standing successful relationships. 
�,�Q�� ������������ �D�� �Q�H�Z���� �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\��
centre for R&D and the performance of 
customer experiments was put into op-
eration. The
Chemnitz site currently employs about 
���������P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���V�W�D�I�I��

“We are divesting our tape and mono-
filament technologies as well as our site 
in Chemnitz as we are convinced that 
‘Barmag Spinnzwirn’ will be develop 
even better through a broader market 
access and through more synergies un-
der the new owner as this is medium- 
and long-term possible within our seg-
ment environment. We will focus within 
our core business of filament, staple 
fiber and nonwovens plants with auto-
mated Industry 4.0 solutions in order to 
continue to actively shape the future of 
our company and the manmade fibers 
industry,” explains Georg Stausberg, 
CEO of the Manmade Fibers Segment. 
“In the Austrian company Starlinger, we 
have found a buyer for our business unit 
in Chemnitz, who – as a worldwide lead-
ing supplier of plants for the production 
of woven plastic sacks, plastic recycling 
and refinement – has excellent access 

to the market and can thus continue to 
successfully develop the ‘Barmag Spin-
nzwirn‘ business. We have decided, to 
also hand over the brand name to
guarantee a smooth transition,” Staus-
berg elaborates.

Angelika Huemer, Managing Partner of 
�6�W�D�U�O�L�Q�J�H�U�� �	�� �&�R���� �*�P�E�+���� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V���� ���:�H��
are pleased to be able to make a prom-
ising and attractive addition to our prod-
uct portfolio with 'Barmag Spinnzwirn', a 
very interesting and attractive option for 
the customers of the Starlinger Group. 
The resulting synergies in technical as 
well as commercial terms will underpin 
our leading position in the world of tex-
tile packaging and its applications and 
lead to new, innovative and customer 
oriented solutions in the medium-term.
We intend to strengthen the production 
site Chemnitz further, the employees 
of the 'Barmag Spinnzwirn' we warmly 
welcome in our ‘Starlinger family’”.

INVESTING IN THE 
TEXTILE AND CLOTH-

�x�� �(�8�5�$�7�(�;�� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �.�O�D�X�V�� �+�X�Q�H�N�H��
opens the General Assembly

����



Moreover, Voith has equipped the 
�:�/�0���� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V��
and quality control system. It monitors 
all the relevant parameters of produc-
tion and thus reliably ensures a high 
product quality. 

Simple manufacturing of 100% bio -
degradable, flushable wipes
The renewable raw material cellulose 
is very cost-effective and allows the 
manufacture of high-quality nonwo-
vens with different characteristics. One 
special product segment is flushable 
wipes, which disintegrate very quickly 
in moving water but at the same time 
have a high strength when wet. Further-
more, these products are completely 
biodegradable. The hygiene products 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �:�/�0���� �D�U�H�� �W�K�H�U�H-
fore perfect as moist toilet paper and 
can simply be flushed down the toilet. 
They thus make an important contribu-
tion to reducing blockages and faults 
in our waste water systems. Cellulose-
based hygiene products are consider-
ably more environmentally-friendly than 
those made from oil-based raw materi-
als and ensure that our seas become 
less polluted with plastic waste.

The second raw material needed for 
production, water, is also used in an 
environmentally-compatible manner 
through the wet-in-wet technology. In 
a circuit, a filter system treats the white 
water from the HydroFormer and Aqua-
Jet and returns it to the manufacturing 
process.

HEXCEL CARBON 
FIBER SUPPORTS 
WORLD’S FIRST 

3D-PRINTED COMMUT-
ER BICYCLE

  

�+�H�[�F�H�O�� �&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���1�<�6�(���� �+�;�/���� �F�R�Q-
gratulates Arevo for producing the 
world’s first true 3D-printed commuter 
bike using Hexcel carbon fiber. 

Based in Santa Clara, California, Arevo 
is ushering in the next era of 3D printing 
and is transforming the way manufac-
tured products are conceived, designed, 
built, and maintained. To demonstrate 
its software and robotics at work, Arevo 

partnered with StudioWest to create 
the world’s first true 3D-printed carbon 
fiber bicycle. A reimagined form factor 
removed a seat stay between the seat 
and back wheel, adding strength and 
simplicity.

Conventional 3D printers typically print 
in two dimensions on a stacked horizon-
tal plane. Arevo’s robotic arm makes all 
axes available enabling true 3D print-
ing, removing design constraints and 
providing the freedom to create.

Arevo is using the bike to demonstrate 
the potential of the technology, which 
will be used to produce lightweight parts 
with superior strength for applications 
where designers want to make carbon 
fiber parts but are hesitant due to the 
high cost and labor-intensive process of 
making them.
Arevo CEO Jim Miller said, “It was great 
to have Hexcel -- a leader in advanced 
carbon fiber – join this project with us. 
With companies like Hexcel as part-
ners, we are certain that we have the 
technology, team and tools in place to 
commercialize our software and fab-
rication process to build high strength 
parts that the manufacturing industry 
hasn’t been able to conceive and con-
struct before.”
Brett Schneider, Hexcel President – 
Global Fibers, said, “We congratulate 
Arevo on this technological leap for-
ward. We’re excited to be part of the 
project and appreciate the trust they 
have in our products. We look forward 
to continuing to be a supplier for many 
more projects like this one.”

Arevo recently secured financing to 
build on the full-scale commercializa-
tion of its technology across a diverse 
set of industries such as aerospace, 
defense, transportation, automotive, 
consumer electronics, sporting goods, 
medical, and oil and gas.

COMPANY NEWS

NEW GENERATION 
OF KERN - LIEBERS 
RELANIT SINKERS

The textile market is in continual 
change. The technical standards of the 
machines and the know-how of all per-
sons involved become higher and high-
er. In addition to the need of high speed 
machines also the specifications of the 
knitted fabric require increased stand-
ards with regard to the strength and 
mesh structure. In pursuit of this trend, 
the adjustment of all equipped elements 
for the knitting process is indispensable. 
Only then the highest quality standard 
can be achieved in order to assure the 
customer satisfaction at the maximum 
level. 

Obviously this development also takes 
place for the Relanit machines of Mayer 
& Cie. The demand for high-quality knit-
ted fabrics increases continuously in 
many markets. As a result of this, the 
machine settings and the tolerances 
need to be constantly improved which 
also leads to higher and changed speci-
fications for the Relanit Sinkers. 

KERN – LIEBERS Textile developed 
a new generation of Relanit Sinkers 
which fully meets the latest require-
ments of the market. This new genera-
tion enables the production of all kinds 
of knitted fabrics. A uniform pattern can 
be ensured even for highly advanced 
knitted fabrics. Due to the new devel-
opment the range of strength of knitted 
fabrics can be considerably extended.  

Based on our long experience as a OEM 
supplier of Mayer & Cie, we have man-

����



�{ COMPANY NEWS�y

leading the world in the bonding of non-
wovens. Directed high-pressure water 
jets interweave the individual fibers to-
gether solely through the momentum 
of the water. The material thus obtains 
a high tensile strength and the desired 
textile feel without the use of any bind-
ing agents or bi-component fibers. 

In Albaad’s WLS plant, Trützschler’s in-
novative high-performance Streamliner 
dryer carries out the bulk of the drying 
of the nonwoven material. The spiral 
dryer section significantly increases the 
air speed and thereby achieves optimal 
drying performance. With the second 
drying step comes another component 
of the system by Voith, the contactless 
MCB drying system. Its uniform and 
stable web run ensures the efficient re-
sidual drying of the nonwoven material.

Voith and Trützschler machines for 
optimum quality
For the wet-in-wet production of its non-
wovens, Albaad uses exclusively fibers 
from cellulose. In the first step, web 
formation, a suspension highly diluted 
with water is produced and fed into the 
Voith HydroFormer. A homogeneous 
fiber mat forms on the inclined wire of 
the machine. In many respects, this pro-
cess is similar to the manufacturing pro-
cess of paper. Voith has carried its ex-
tensive competence in paper machines 
over into the HydroFormer concept and 
thus makes it possible to produce high-
quality nonwovens in this segment too.

Voith and Trützschler Nonwovens col-
laborated once again to implement the 
project. Trützschler was largely respon-
sible for the machines for web bonding 
and drying. The AquaJet technology is 

Dimona WLM1: Voith 
and Trützschler make 
the efficient manufac-

ture of eco-friendly 
nonwovens a possibil -

ity

With WLM1, its new nonwovens 
production line, Albaad, one of the 
world’s largest producers of cosmet-
ic wipes, is banking on Trützschler 
Nonwovens and Voith, two well-es-
tablished technology leaders in the 
field of wet-laid nonwovens.

With their innovative WLS (wet-laid/
spunlace) technology, Voith and 
Trützschler ensure flexible and efficient 
production of wet-laid and hydro-entan-
�J�O�H�G���Q�R�Q�Z�R�Y�H�Q�V���I�U�R�P�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���F�H�O�O�X-
�O�R�V�H���D�W���$�O�E�D�D�G�¶�V���Q�H�Z���:�/�0�����S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
line. The client for the project in Dimo-
na, Israel, is Albaad, one of the three 
largest manufacturers of wet wipes and 
feminine hygiene products in the world.

Already in the first phase after start-
�X�S�����W�K�H���:�/�0�����F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���P�H�W���$�O�E�D�D�G�¶�V��
�H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�Q�Z�R�Y�H�Q�V�� �P�D�Q�X-
factured at a speed of over 200 me-
ters per minute exhibited an extremely 
high product quality. Accordingly, Gadi 
Choresh, plant manager of Albaad in 
Dimona, is satisfied with the work by 
�9�R�L�W�K�� �D�Q�G�� �7�U�•�W�]�V�F�K�O�H�U���� �³�7�K�H�� �L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q��
and start-up of the machine went very 
well. With their professionalism and 
high level of commitment, the team has 
ensured the success of the project. Al-
baad appreciates the long term com-
mitment and support to achieve the line 
properties even when things were not 
as expected.”

WHAT IS HAPPENNING IN THE WORLD OF TEXTILE

�x�3�L�F���� ������ �*�D�G�L�� �&�K�R�U�H�V�K�����$�O�E�D�D�G�� �3�O�D�Q�W�� �0�D�Q-
ager in Dimona, Israel

�x�3�L�F���������9�R�L�W�K���:�/�0�������$�O�E�D�D�G�����'�L�P�R�Q�D�����,�V�U�D�H�O

�x�3�L�F���������7�U�•�W�]�V�F�K�O�H�U�¶�V���$�T�X�D�-�H�W���I�R�U���Z�H�E���E�R�Q�G-
ing

�x�3�L�F���� �����9�R�L�W�K�� �+�\�G�U�R�)�R�U�P�H�U�� �:�/�0�� �����$�O�E�D�D�G����
Dimona, Israel
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The world of filtration and separa-
�W�L�R�Q���F�D�P�H���W�R���&�R�O�R�J�Q�H�����I�U�R�P��������������
March.

�7�K�H�� �V�K�R�Z�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G�� �������� �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�U�V�� �D�Q�G��
�������������� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� ������ �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
who visited the leading filtration and 
separation Show to catch up on innova-
tions and equipment as well as related 
cutting-edge products and services dis-
played at the show. 

�7�K�H���)�,�/�7�(�&�+�������������6�K�R�Z���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V���I�U�R�P��
globally growing F&S markets with 
high-quality demands and stands for 
impressive innovative power across the 
entire value chain. The reported num-
ber of contacts and the deals made at 
�)�,�/�7�(�&�+�������������F�O�H�D�U�O�\���P�D�U�N�H�G���D���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J-
ness to invest and reflected the positive 
market development in the F&S sector. 

The show was accompanied by a 3-day 
conference that attracted 534 experts 

FILTECH 2018; 

The Story of Growth Continues

and all those interested in the lat-
est F&S research from around the 
globe.

With an increase of exhibitors by 
������ �D�Q�G�� �W�R�W�D�O�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�� �E�\�� ����������
FILTECH is the largest Filtration 
Show worldwide. FILTECH also 
successfully extended its range 
and featured many closely asso-
ciated industries, among these, 
were adhesive applications, cut-
ting, ultrasonic welding and sewing 
innovations as well as special ma-
�F�K�L�Q�H�U�\�������������R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G��
to Cologne from outside Germany 
to learn what’s new in the market. 
34,5% of all international guests 
came from non-European countries 
making the Show an intercultural 
experience and a unique platform 
for exhibitors to generate new busi-
ness.

ILO, IHKIB to work togeth-
er under cooperation pro-
tocol

The International Labour Organisation 

(ILO) and Istanbul Apparel Exporters’ 

Association (IHKIB) are working together 

under a cooperation protocol to create de-

cent work for Syrians and host communities 

in the apparel industry, and support an ena-

bling environment for economic growth. The 

work under the protocol will be undertaken 

in Istanbul and Bursa.

Özcan stated that the protocol would par-

ticularly contribute to the creation of decent 

work for Syrians and host communities in 

the apparel industry as a leading industry of 

current and potential employment, and sup-

port an enabling environment for economic 

growth.

Reminding that the ILO Office for Turkey had 

�X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���V�L�Q�F�H�������������I�R�U���W�K�H���6�\�U-

ian refugee crisis response as a top agenda 

item both for the country and the region, 

and fielded its work inclusively and strategi-

cally in the framework of the ILO Response 

�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �6�\�U�L�D�Q�� �5�H�I�X�J�H�H�� �&�U�L�V�L�V���� �g�]�F�D�Q�� �V�D�L�G����

“We endeavour to contribute to the efforts 

in providing access forarefugees to means 

of subsistence, and to formal and decent 

work in the labour market. In this context, 

we believe that collaboration with IHKIB 

is highly important in the apparel industry 

where Syrians and host communities are, 

or have the potential of being, employed in 

large numbers. As a most important sectoral 

�R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������������P�H�P�E�H�U�V��

representing the Turkish apparel industry, 

IHKIB makes significant contributions to the 

sector and Turkish economy.”

Gültepe reminded that Turkey was the sev-

enth largest in the world, and the third larg-

�H�V�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���(�8�����V�X�S�S�O�L�H�U���Z�K�L�F�K���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G��������

�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�W�D�O�� �7�X�U�N�L�V�K�� �D�S�S�D�U�H�O�� �H�[�S�R�U�W�V�� �R�I�� ������

billion dollars. “We guide the sector in cor-

porate social responsibility projects as we 

do in all other areas. As known, we have 4 

million Syrian guests in our country.

��



We were glad to see this overwhelm-
ing interest in our solutions for the 

weaving and knitting industry. Our reliably 
and precisely running high-speed shedding 
solutions such as cam motions, dobbies, 
and Jacquard machines, convinced many 
weaving industrials. The renowned SX and 
LX electronic Jacquard machines could 
be seen on our booth, but were presented 
in addition on the two complete Jacquard 
installations visible on this years’ ITM fair-
ground. This underlines the positive regard 
from the whole weaving industry towards 
us. Stäubli is renowned as a leading sup-
plier for state-of-the-art-technology that 
meets the customers’ needs, and brings 
�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���Z�H�D�Y�H�U�V���L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I��
reliability, long service life, and versatility 
in application.” says Mr Legler, sales and 
marketing manager. 

�$�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�R�W�K�� �6�W�l�X�E�O�L�� �V�K�R�Z�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W��
time in Turkey, the automatic drawing in 
machine SAFIR S40, featuring a mobile 
drawing in machine and stationary drawing 
in station. This installation offers multiple 
layout possibilities and with its little space 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���¿�W�V���L�Q�W�R���H�Y�H�U�\���P�L�O�O�����2�X�W���R�I���W�K�H��
versatile SAFIR Series that offers solutions 
for any application, the SAFIR S40 mod-
el is dedicated to mills processing cotton 
warps. So this exhibit was perfectly in line 

Stäubli succesful at ITM Turkey

�Z�L�W�K���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���W�U�H�Q�G�V���D�W���,�7�0����
denim. Especially in the Turkish weaving 
industry denim fabric is again in the focus.

�(�Y�H�Q���L�I���,�7�0�������������Z�D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���'�R�P�R�W�H�[��
in Gaziantep, many carpet weavers came 
to discover latest carpet samples woven 
on ALPHA carpet systems. The exhibits 
showed Stäubli binding technology know-
how through their unique patterns, perfect 
surfaces and sharp designs without mixed 
contours, thus from low to very high den-
sities depending on the application. These 
properties are part of the perfect pre-ar-
rangement for any kind of carpet project, if 
rug or wall to wall, for private households, 
public places such as sport stadiums or the 
transportation sector.  

The ITM trade fair for textile technology closed its doors 2018 after four days profiting from an important visitor den-
sity. Stäubli with its welcoming booth could attract many interested public, hold intensive and constructive talks and 
transform many visits into real business opportunities. 
Thus with industrials from Turkey, but as well from Eastern and Middle-east countries, though for the complete range 
of systems and solutions that Stäubli offers to the weaving and knitting industr y

In the knitting sector, and more precisely 
in sock knitting, the countries’ industry un-
derlined its worldwide leading position. And 
Stäubli supports this successful knitting 
industry with automation solutions, such 
as the D4S automatic toe sewing device, 
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�O�O����
This very successful device could be seen 
in at the Stäubli booth, but as well in many 
places in the knitting hall where operat-
ing sock knitting machines were already 
equipped with.

The Turkish textile industry has been fac-
ing heavy global competition; but with this 
years’ ITM edition the country has clearly 
shown that it remains an important textile 
manufacturer. 

��



���� Machinery News

Global yarn production decreased by 
���������� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �4���������� �D�Q�G�� �4������������

Output reductions in Brazil (-23%), Asia 
�����������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���8���6���$�����������������K�D�Y�H���E�D�O-
�D�Q�F�H�G���R�X�W���W�K�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D����������������
�D�Q�G���(�X�U�R�S�H�������������������$�O�O���V�X�U�Y�H�\�H�G���F�R�X�Q-
tries, apart from Brazil and Germany, 
expect a decrease in yarn output in 
�4���������������� �*�O�R�E�D�O�� �\�D�U�Q�� �V�W�R�F�N�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �V�W�D-
�E�O�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���4�����������D�Q�G���4�������������$���U�H�G�X�F-
�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �%�U�D�]�L�O�� ���������������� �(�J�\�S�W�� �������������� �D�Q�G��
Europe (-4%) was cancelled out by a 
3% increase in Asia. Altogether, yarn 
stocks reached 96% of their previous 
year level for the same quarter. Yarn 
orders increased on average between 
�4�����������D�Q�G���4�������������������������7�K�H���R�U�G�H�U���F�R�Q-
�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �.�R�U�H�D�� �5�H�S���� ������������ �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q��
compensated by positive trends in the 
other reporting countries.
 
Global fabric production decreased 
�I�U�R�P���4�����������W�R���4�����������E�\�������������$���U�H�V�S�H�F-
�W�L�Y�H�������������D�Q�G�����������F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���%�U�D�]�L�O��
and Asia drove the world average in the 
negative range. Fabric output, however, 

CEMATEX, the European Committee 
of Textile Machinery Manufacturers, 

today announced that ITMA will return 
�W�R���0�L�O�D�Q�����,�W�D�O�\�����I�R�U���L�W�V�������W�K���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����,�7�0�$��
2023 will be held at the Fiera Milano 
�5�K�R���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H���I�U�R�P�������W�R���������-�X�Q�H��
2023.

The decision to host ITMA 2023 in Milan 
was taken at the CEMATEX General As-
sembly held recently.  Mr Fritz P Mayer, 
�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���&�(�0�$�7�(�;�����H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G�����³�:�H��

Yarn and Fabric Production Decreased in Q4/17

Italy to host ITMA 2023
ITMA returns to Milan following successful showing in 2015

received very positive feedback from 
�,�7�0�$�������������H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�����0�L�O�D�Q��
has excellent infrastructure for holding 
large-scale exhibitions like ITMA, which 
grosses over 200,000 square metres 
and attracts a global audience. It offers 
an extensive range of hospitality ser-
vices and air connections to all parts of 
the world. Italy also has a large textile 
machinery and textile making industry.”

Alessandro Zucchi, President of ACIM-
IT, the association of Italian textile ma-
�F�K�L�Q�H�U�\�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U�V���� �V�D�L�G���� �³�:�H�� �D�U�H��
very pleased that Milan has been se-
lected to host ITMA 2023. We will work 
hard with all parties, including govern-
ment agencies and local partners to en-
sure another successful show.”

Fiera Milano, which also hosted ITMA 
������������ �E�H�D�W�� �W�Z�R�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �V�K�R�U�W���O�L�V�W�H�G�� �E�L�G-
ders out of an initial list of 9 venues. 
“It is a great satisfaction for us to have 
brought the top international exhibition 

of machinery and technology for textiles 
and clothing back to Italy,” said Mr Fab-
rizio Curci, Chief Executive Officer of 
Fiera Milano. “The trust the organisers 
have placed in us is an acknowledge-
ment of the professional approach and 
quality services Fiera Milano is able to 
guarantee for international events host-
ed here.”

ITMA – the world’s largest textile and 
garment technology exhibition – has 
�E�H�H�Q���K�H�O�G���H�Y�H�U�\���I�R�X�U���\�H�D�U�V���V�L�Q�F�H��������������
The next exhibition will be held from 20 
�W�R�� ������ �-�X�Q�H�� ���������� �D�W�� �)�L�U�D�� �G�H�� �%�D�U�F�H�O�R�Q�D����
Gran Via venue, Spain.

�6�S�D�F�H�� �D�W�� �,�7�0�$�� ���������� �K�D�V�� �V�R�O�G�� �R�X�W�� �D�Q�G��
new applicants are being put on a wait-
ing list. The exhibition has attracted 
�R�Y�H�U���������������H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�U�V���W�R���V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H���W�K�H�L�U��
latest technologies and sustainable so-
lutions for the entire textile and garment 
manufacturing value chain, as well as 
fibres, yarns and fabrics.

�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���E�\���������D�Q�G�����������L�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D���D�Q�G��
Europe respectively. The world output 
�O�H�Y�H�O�� �U�H�D�F�K�H�G�� �������� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �4���������� �O�H�Y�H�O����
Europe and Brazil are expected to in-
�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �4������������ �,�Q�� �4������������
the global fabric stock level slightly grew 
(+3%). This increase was driven by Bra-
�]�L�O�����������������D�Q�G���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���L�Q�G�H�[���R�I���I�D�E-
�U�L�F�V���V�W�R�F�N�V���������D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H���4�����������O�H�Y�H�O�����,�Q��

������������ �V�W�R�F�N�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �V�W�D�E�O�H�� �L�Q���$�V�L�D��
and the U.S.A. They increased stead-
ily in Europe and Brazil and constantly 
decreased in Egypt. On average, fabric 
orders have reduced by -23% between 
�4�����������D�Q�G���4�����������L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U��
�U�H�Y�L�H�Z�����7�K�H���J�U�R�Z�W�K���R�I�������������D�Q�G�����������L�Q��
Egypt and Europe was not sufficient to 
�F�R�P�S�H�Q�V�D�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I������������
in Brazil. The global index for fabric or-
�G�H�U�V���G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H���E�\���������V�L�Q�F�H���4����������
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Deliveries of new short-staple 
spindles, long-staple spindles, 
and open-end rotors respectively 

�L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G���E�\�����������������������D�Q�G�����������I�U�R�P��
���������� �W�R�� ������������ �7�K�H�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �V�K�L�S�S�H�G��
draw-texturing spindles and shuttle-
�O�H�V�V���O�R�R�P�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���E�\�����������D�Q�G������������
Shipments of new electronic flat knitting 
machines and finishing machines of the 
category "fabric discontinuous" each 
rose by 44% year-on-year. In contrast, 
deliveries of circular knitting machines 
�V�W�D�J�Q�D�W�H�G���L�Q�������������������������������D�Q�G���I�L�Q�L�V�K-
ing machines of the category "fabrics 
continuous" fell by 2%. 

These are the main results of the 40th 
annual International Textile Machin-
ery Shipment Statistics (ITMSS) just 
released by the International Textile 
Manufacturers Federation (ITMF). The 
report covers six segments of textile 
machinery, namely spinning, draw-tex-
turing, weaving, large circular knitting, 
�I�O�D�W���N�Q�L�W�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���I�L�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J�����7�K�H�������������V�X�U-
vey has been compiled in cooperation 
with more than 200 textile machinery 
manufacturers representing a compre-
hensive measure of world production. 
This number includes numerous Chi-
nese companies represented by the so-
called “District” (see the annex for a list 
of Chinese participants). 

Spinning Machinery
Shipments of new short-staple spindles 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �W�L�P�H�� �V�L�Q�F�H�� ������������
The level of short-staple spindles im-
�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �E�\�� �D�E�R�X�W�� ���������� �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �V�S�L�Q�G�O�H�V����
Most of the new short-staple spindles 
(95%) were shipped to Asia, whereby 
shipments rose by almost 24% year-on-
year. Thereby China, the world’s largest 
investor of short-staple spindles, expe-
rienced an increase of 34%, whereas 
deliveries to Bangladesh and Vietnam 
decreased by 33% and 39%, respec-
tively. Shipments to Indonesia strongly 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �O�D�V�W�� �\�H�D�U�� ������ �������������� �7�K�H�� �V�L�[��
largest investors in the short-staple 
�V�H�J�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� ���������� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �&�K�L�Q�D���� �,�Q�G�L�D����
Uzbekistan, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and 
Indonesia.

Shipments of New Textile Machinery 
Globally Increased in 2017 

Global shipments of long-staple (wool) 
spindles rose by 46% from around 
�������¶�������� �L�Q�� ���������� �W�R�� �Q�H�D�U�O�\�� �������¶��������
�L�Q�� ������������ �'�H�O�L�Y�H�U�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �,�U�D�Q�� �V�R�D�U�H�G�� �E�\��
���������� �I�U�R�P�� �M�X�V�W�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �����¶�������� �L�Q�� ����������
�W�R���D�U�R�X�Q�G�������¶���������V�S�L�Q�G�O�H�V���L�Q���������������7�K�H��
�P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �O�R�Q�J���V�W�D�S�O�H�� �V�S�L�Q�G�O�H�V�� ������������
were shipped to China. 30% of long-
staple spindles were shipped to Europe.
Shipments of open-end rotors rose by 
�������� �W�R�� �D�� �O�H�Y�H�O�� �R�Y�H�U�� �������
�������� �U�R�W�R�U�V�� �L�Q��
������������ �$�E�R�X�W�� �������� �R�I�� �Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H�� �V�K�L�S-
ments of open-end rotors were des-
tined for Asia. Thereby, deliveries to 
�$�V�L�D���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���E�\���D�E�R�X�W�����������W�R���Q�H�D�U�O�\��
�������¶�������� �U�R�W�R�U�V���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �&�K�L�Q�D���� �W�K�H��
world’s largest investor in open-end ro-
tors, increased its investments by only 
������ �L�Q�� ���������� �Z�K�H�Q�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �,�U�D�Q����
Brazil, Uzbekistan, and Japan saw 2 
to 4 times more deliveries compared to 
�������������7�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���V�H�F�R�Q�G���D�Q�G���W�K�L�U�G���O�D�U�J-
�H�V�W�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V�� �L�Q�� ���������� �Z�H�U�H�� �7�X�U�N�H�\�� �D�Q�G��
India.

Texturing Machinery
Global shipments of single heater draw-
texturing spindles (mainly used for poly-
�D�P�L�G�H�� �I�L�O�D�P�H�Q�W�V���� �G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �E�\�� ��������
�I�U�R�P�� �Q�H�D�U�O�\�� ���¶�������� �L�Q�� ���������� �W�R�� ���
�������� �L�Q��
�������������:�L�W�K���D���V�K�D�U�H���R�I�������������$�V�L�D���L�V���W�K�H��
region where most of the single heater 
draw-texturing spindles were shipped 
to, followed by Eastern and Western 
�(�X�U�R�S�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �V�K�D�U�H�� �R�I�� �������� �D�Q�G�� ��������
respectively.

In the segment of double heater draw-
texturing spindles (mainly used for 
polyester filaments) the downward 
trend ended and global shipments in-
�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���E�\���������� �R�Q���D�Q���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���E�D�V�L�V���W�R��
about 340’000 spindles. Asia’s share of 
worldwide shipments amounted to 90%. 
Thereby, China remained the largest 
investor accounting for 66% of global 
shipments.
�Ñ
Weaving Machinery
�,�Q�� ������������ �Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H�� �V�K�L�S�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �V�K�X�W-
�W�O�H���O�H�V�V�� �O�R�R�P�V�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �E�\�� �������� �W�R��
95’400 units. Thereby, shipments of 
air-jet, water-jet, and rapier/projectile 

�V�K�X�W�W�O�H���O�H�V�V���O�R�R�P�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���E�\�������������W�R��
�D�O�P�R�V�W�� �����¶������������ �������� ���W�R�� �����¶������������ �D�Q�G��
���������W�R�������¶�������������U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\����
Not surprisingly, the main destination 
of shipments of all shuttle-less looms 
(air-jet, water-jet and rapier/projectile) 
�L�Q�������������Z�D�V���$�V�L�D���Z�L�W�K�����������R�I���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H��
�G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�L�H�V�����R�I���Z�K�L�F�K�����������Z�H�U�H���Z�D�W�H�U���M�H�W��
�O�R�R�P�V�������������U�D�S�L�H�U���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�O�H���O�R�R�P�V�����D�Q�G��
�������� �D�L�U���M�H�W���O�R�R�P�V�����7�K�H���V�K�D�U�H���R�I�� �U�D�S�L�H�U��
projectile to the total shuttle-less looms 
shipped to Europe and the Americas 
�U�H�D�F�K�H�G�����������D�Q�G�����������Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���V�K�D�U�H��
of water-jet looms was respectively 2% 
and 25% in the same regions.

Circular & Flat Knitting Machinery
Global shipments of large circular knit-
�W�L�Q�J�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�� �U�R�V�H�� �V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\�� �E�\�� ������������
�W�R���D���O�H�Y�H�O���F�O�R�V�H���W�R�������¶���������X�Q�L�W�V���L�Q��������������
Asia is also the world’s leading investor 
�L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\�������������R�I���D�O�O���Q�H�Z���F�L�U�F�X�O�D�U��
knitting machines were shipped to Asia 
�L�Q���������������:�L�W�K�����������R�I���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U-
ies, China was the single largest inves-
tor. India and Vietnam rank second and 
�W�K�L�U�G���Z�L�W�K�����¶���������D�Q�G�����¶���������X�Q�L�W�V�����U�H�V�S�H�F-
tively.

�,�Q�� ���������� �W�K�H�� �V�H�J�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F�� �I�O�D�W��
knitting machines soared by 44% to 
around 202'000 machines, the high-
est level ever. Not surprisingly, Asia 
received the highest share of ship-
ments (96%). China remained by far the 
world’s largest investor for flat knitting 
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V���L�Q���������������7�K�H�U�H�E�\�����&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���L�Q-
�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���I�U�R�P���������¶���������X�Q�L�W�V��
�W�R���������
���������D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���K�D�G���D���J�O�R�E�D�O��
�V�K�D�U�H���R�I����������

Finishing Machinery
In the segment of fabrics continuous, 
shipments of mercerising-lines, singe-
ing-lines, and stenters, increased in 
�����������E�\�����������������������D�Q�G�����������U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H-
ly. Deliveries in the other sub-segments 
decreased. In the segment fabrics dis-
continuous, shipments of air-jet dye-
ing and overflow dyeing machines in-
�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���E�\�����������D�Q�G�������������U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\����
whereas those of jigger dyeing/ beam 
�G�\�H�L�Q�J���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V���I�H�O�O���E�\��������
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�&�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���7�H�[�W�L�O�H�V����Interview with Ro -
bert Loecker, Managing Director of OETI, Vienna

The Middle East and North Africa are 
important markets for OETI, which 
is a testing and certification institute, 

based in Vienna, Austria. 

About the impact on these markets of such 
pressing issues as sustainability in textile 
production and products, free from harm-
ful substances – please read below in an 
interview conducted with OETI’s Managing 
Director Robert Löcker.

1.Please introduce yourself and your 
company.
My name is Robert Loecker, I am the Man-
aging Director of OETI. We are a testing 
and certification institute for textiles, per-
sonal protective equipment, floorcoverings 
and interior design materials. We are also 
a founding member of the international 
OEKO-TEX® Association and provide the 
services from OEKO-TEX® service port-
folio. We, along with our mother company 
TESTEX AG based in Zurich, Switzerland, 
�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�H���L�Q���������F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�H��
clients all over the world. 

2. In which Middle Eastern and North-
African countries do you have repre -
sentative offices and what is your gen -
eral comment about the textile/ flooring 
industry in these countries?
The Middle East has traditionally and his-
torically had a strong textile manufacturing 
and trading industry, and we are happy to 
see this trend to develop further.

Our relationships with the Middle East 
date back to our first representative office 
�L�Q�� �(�J�\�S�W���� �I�R�X�Q�G�H�G�� �L�Q�� ������������ �6�L�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�Q�� �Z�H��
have established offices in Turkey, Iran 
and Morocco. It is a great thing to see that 
nowadays more and more companies tend 
to turn towards the values of sustainability 

and, therefore, we consider the trend to be 
positive overall. 

For example, Iran especially has a great po-
tential for us as there are many textile and 
carpet manufacturers of all levels of produc-
tion with high exporting volumes. 

Furthermore, Egypt, Morocco and Turkey 
have very strong textile industries as well. 
In addition, the flooring market in Turkey is a 
�P�D�V�V�L�Y�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����:�L�W�K���D���������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���P�D�U�N�H�W��
share Turkey is the world’s third biggest ex-
porter of carpets, the fifth biggest exporter 
of handmade carpets and Turkey produces 
54 million square meters of laminate floor-
ing per year. 

3.OETI is the founding member of OEKO-
TEX Association, please tell us about its 
history and how it was born.
�%�D�F�N�� �L�Q�� ���������� �2�(�7�,�� �Z�D�V�� �I�R�X�Q�G�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�Q��
“Austrian carpet research institute”. We’ve 
gone a long way since then, developing 
our competences and widening our service 
portfolio.

�$�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���2�(�.�2���7�(�;���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q������������
it did not have that name yet. The modern 
�6�7�$�1�'�$�5�'�� �������� �Z�D�V�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �³�6�F�K�D�G�V�W�R�I�I-
�J�H�S�U�•�I�W���Q�D�F�K���g�7�1���������³�����7�H�V�W�H�G���I�R�U���K�D�U�P�I�X�O��
�V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �g�7�1�� ������������ �Z�K�L�F�K��
was a standard introduced by OETI. The 
standard itself has been developed as a re-
sult of a growing interest from textile manu-
facturers worldwide on ecology, health and 
safety issues in textiles.

�,�W���Z�D�V���R�Q�O�\���L�Q�������������W�K�D�W���2�(�.�2���7�(�;�Š���$�V�V�R-
ciation was founded with OETI as a found-
�L�Q�J�� �P�H�P�E�H�U���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �g�7�1�� �������� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �D��
�6�7�$�1�'�$�5�'�� ���������� �,�W�� �L�V�� �I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �O�R�R�N��
back at the 25 years of success of the 
OEKO-TEX® Association and see the situ-

�D�W�L�R�Q���Q�R�Z�D�G�D�\�V�����:�L�W�K���������2�(�.�2���7�(�;�Š���W�H�V�W-
�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�V���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���U�R�X�J�K�O�\���������������D�F�W�L�Y�H��
certificates worldwide, which can be traced 
on the oeko-tex.com website, we keep on 
growing in numbers and recognition. That 
means that people from all over the world 
can feel safe with garments and home tex-
tiles tested by OEKO-TEX®. And, in my 
opinion, it’s a great success story.

4.Which group of companies in these 
countries are mostly interested in your 
services and how your services can help 
them?
OEKO-TEX® standards are being vastly 
recognized all over the world, but the high-
est recognition levels can definitely be 
spotted in Europe. According to the latest 
surveys done by OEKO-TEX® Association, 
around 50% of consumers in Europe recog-
nize the logo.

Apart from that, many big retailers in the 
EU give preference to the products certi-
�I�L�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �2�(�.�2���7�(�;�Š�� �O�D�E�H�O���� �/�L�G�O�����$�O�G�L���� �.�L�N��
and many others.Therefore, it is safe to say 
that the companies that are most interested 
in our services are ones that are exporting 
their production towards the EU, though the 
recognition of the certifications is growing 
worldwide. 

Apart from that, geographical spread is 
playing in favor of the companies that 
want to certify their production. Let’s take 
a t-shirt as an example. If all the materials 
like yarns, fibers and threads are already 
certified, the final certification will be much 
cheaper. Therefore, the more certified com-
panies there are, the easier it is to choose 
a supplier for your next product from the al-
ready certified suppliers. 

5. Why is it important that the textile 
companies are moving towards the sus -
tainability in textiles?
It is important that the manufacturers em-
brace the idea that sustainability is not op-
tional. If you do not act sustainably today, 
there might not be enough resources to 
sustain your business tomorrow.

With the textile industry being one of the big-
gest environmental polluters and labor laws 
violators, the European consumers are no 
longer indifferent to such obvious problems. 
The consumers want to trust the products 
they consume. They want to be sure that 
if they buy a T-shirt, a blanket, a mattress 
or a carpet, that they are free from harmful 
substances and that they have been manu-
factured by using environmentally friendly 
processes and under safe and socially 
responsible working conditions. With the 
emergence of modern technologies, people 
have become even more curious and even 
more cautious about what they wear and 
where it was manufactured. We do just that. 
We give them confidence.
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